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The more the hairier in today’s fabulously
fruitful families by Julia L. Ramirez
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Have you ever felt overwhelmed with
only one child? Stretched beyond your
limits with two? Frazzled out complete-
ly with three? Have you ever wondered
what it would be like to have, say, five
children? Six? Seven, eight, nine?

by Julia L. Ramirez

et i, sty St | e 1 @ 4 aly i e e

9 LA ™ S0 sl s a8 by it of oo rvseicrmd t stes of
Rame,
© g N g ey e P o s, g | ks b nded 4
N bt et f ) st s €€ e Mg sevem o o v (b L bt e
S 10 w0 il Flmrn ey o v were L~ Mo k"Ml Ak ng P, st resgeng B
e of having 4 uniacs e Vi 4l ek 3 et Now e e g
o of yous P, | ko G 4 s e e 1 vm v
1 e e, O ket of  famaly w23 it ot Enre Chubdem o s v
ety Pmcuty-€1gha pem e of Arrcane ©pest & hare e o sy Bk,
PREn 8 1977 Uingacstionably tere o mary wieas st what s and a1 4

e ey bty I

rem e able 10 have S ow P, S Mot L1 bl 5 s Seve @ & e The SeaZa
ol by more -ltey A wnd et
ek The -t or e
0 oy Dhatom lise of B (ondong. ot 8 Lrpe famaly 0 far e LActy 0 P comght e g of
mcreasng s an & e (M el & sl (amuly o 18 4 S DSt o 4 adpst <8
NP ke @ el & ¢ Cunging e,

S0 s & ready b dom 0 ey

Cctober (998 Mianasors Furems 1S

1 asked [the children]

if they thought it was
going to be fun having a
family of five kids. “Not
really. We won®t get as
much attention and the
babies get everything,”

said Matthew.
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Joc agrees that Katy has heard a lot more
remarks than he has: “I've only had one inci-
dent with onec woman who went on and on
about *“Who has five kids these days,” and that
makes you feel kind of bad.” But his col-
leagues have been very supportive, his boss in
particular. He's told Joe to take as much time
off as he needs around the babies’ birth. “It
really helps case my mind, too. So, when I
start to lose it | can call up Joe and say. *Come
home for an hour,"™ Katy says with relief.

Katy hasn't forgotten the days when she
was working outside the home. She misses
the money. but even more. she says she miss-
es “the ‘women factor'—the camaraderic.
That's why | work, eight hours a week. Tt gets
me out of the house: it gets me secing differ-

ent faces. It's not the money, really, it’s just
the communication with other people.” She
believes she'd be working part-time at
American Express if they were still living in
Minncapolis. There, they had a wonderful
day-care provider, “So I'd still be working . . .
maybe four days a week.”

But she does appreciate being around
when the kids come home from school. “It
was an incredible hassle bundling up the
boys—at eight weeks old—to drop them off
at day care. So, now, it’s really nice. Joc takes
care of the morning, gets the boys up,
dressed, fed, and out the door. [ take care of
the ‘pick-up’ part; I will do the afternoon
thing." .

There are times she wonders if the boys
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appreciate that she’s at home. “I'm ‘just
home.” Every once in awhile it kind of hits
me. They loved day care; it was like a home.
Now I'm just a replacement for Bonnie [the
day care provider]." Jenny and the babies will
have a whole different perspective on their
mother. “They’ll never—knock on wood—
really know me going to work. And the boys,
until they were six, were in day carc.” Katy
has a group of friends she can go to the park
with “and complain about it [staying at
home]. You can say, "My kids arc just too
much for me, they're driving me crazy,' and
you know you're not the only onc going
through that. [It’s] a nice support network. I
think there are a lot more stay-at-home moth-
ers here [in Northfield, than in the city]. It

pen.

helps!” The kids come back into the room and
Katy introduces me to “ . . . one of our single
friends. He gets his family fix when he comes
over. You want to sec what it’s like, ‘Okay,
here you go.” He has seen family dinners in
action.”

“He gets to leave though,” Joe laughs.

The friend comments on how nice the
house looks. “It’s never this clean.” His play-
ful comment makes everyone laugh, even the
kids. “I'm just kidding.”

“When it’s all said and done,” says Joe, .
“no matter how much you have, no matter
how much you make, family is what matters.
Your relationships with your kids.”

Sam and Anne Hargis were born on August
24, 1998.
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Like my oan mother, Gl began baving
cheddren dunng the era when women sayed
home and had ids. She jomed the Catholse
Church when she was twentyawo and always
fooked 10 God for gaidance. She didn't work
outsade of the home, and cared for the children
while her hushand went through college. After
about seventeerf years at home, she went back to
college 10 finish up her nursing degree. Most
recently she got her bachelors degree in
women's studies and multicultural studies.

There 1 warmncss, calmness, in Gail's dus-
position, she radiates ranquility and speaks
softly. The charming South Minneapolis home
she shares with her second hushand s just as
serenc as she 1. 1t is adorned with many family
photos and her affinity for Latn culure is

led throughout the house

When the children were litthe, Gail says they

did & log of armwork and made quilis for the

difficull umes™ Some of those 2
penods came dunng winter, especally whea it
was below zero. "It was very difficult having
several lmle children inside and maybe trylag
® prve the older kids § nde 1o school. I’dnhlw
% bundle ther all up, to take them aloeg.” But
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Gail looked a little perplexed when I
told her a lot of people domn®t have
many children because of the lack of
cash. “That just mever entered my
mind,” she says. “I thought that we’d
find a way to provide for them.”
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From day one, Mike Milkess was Quilc o are
of his wile's longng 10 have & Large fanily
However, ther of them wats peepared 10 have
meme chikdren. Natwnally, she says she’s gone
Bwough moments of thinkmg, “Oh, 1'm preg-
mant again™ But she has todd God that “in &
world that repects lefe | will wke all the babes
YOu want 10 give me "

The modest split-level home has five bed-
rooms and three bathrooes, wo poople per
room with the exceptaon of three in the master
Bedroom (Mary Janc, Meke, and haby Manc)
Mary Jane was very polite, stemive, snd pas-
sionate about the subgect ¢ band, and between
offening me coffee and a sandwich, she aursed
the baby. | was expecting a lot of commotca
Quring mry v, bet the only sight of kids in
close range—other than the boby—was when
Mastin pecred through the duming room shding

a3 doors, from the outssde deck, centorting
s face mquisitively against the glass, Mde
was on the road, working, and the others were
either not st bame of outside playing with
s ypical f there really ha
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she goes to church. “Laundry uhndol’mycen-.

tral thing ™ Then sbe straighicns wp the house,
m-:om what she's going %0 make for dn-
ner, and bakes cockses for an afer-school
snack.

about $350 every two weeks o0
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(bread and milk are the two tems they go
aough comstanly) They buy their fren and
produce 3t Esenbergs because she can always
g«-m*um.m-hmmm.
n-dm'qun-lmho-ﬁmnuhuhc'llhq-
& can aroumd, just in case) Also, people are very

‘uhhnim-dwmpan-)"ﬂm;c-ﬁ-
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large famuly, financially, aren’t necessanly tros.
1 doat l-tmh they take bargain shopping into

Dne thing she would like 10 do is send
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Melissa and Melmls w 52 Agnes. the best pri-
vaee Catholie school in the Twin Cities. accoed:
g %0 Mary Jase Because funds are tight, and
the drive 10 and frum the school- would be an
hour and a hall. she ncoded to confer with
Mike. He decided that it wasn't vable. Because
| believe in bemg submissive,” Mary Jane did
not press the matter,

Hut what may be more strenuous than the
money squecse s the tme crunch Maving
dinner sogether docsn't happen as ofien as
they'd like because the kuds are imolved in
masy actrvitics outside the home: “There dave
been tumes when we'ld have & schedule tha
would choke a horse.”™ says Mary Jane, “1ty
either somebody’s birthday, somebody s wed-
ding. shower, furst communiom, baptism,
ere’s always a festive mode ™ Bul when 1t i
possible for them 1o spend ume fogether, they
go camping. the whole family enyoys doing
that together.

Mary Jane sdmuts there’s a lot of work
invedved 1 rasing her family and sometimes
she can “totally go crazy because I'm human, |
still like to have thngs perfect Kids will not
allow you 10 have things perfect; they T quick-
Iy show you things aree’t” But she declares,
“there's pever a dull moment, 30 you doat have

o search far for enieramment”
With all the effoet of bainging up ine chil-
dren, nanseally, there i some tension. How does

she deal with the stress? *1 call them sy ‘I can
have anything’ fiss, when [ foel there's nothing

sacrod o this whole Buuse. But my treest sense
of "how do | deal with everytung” 1 going o

Mass!
You would think there d bave 1o be moments
when the children wish for “caly chaldhood *
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“I don’t know if
my personality
would allow me to
have as many kids
[as my familyl. §
don’t think I have
the paticnece,”
says Mclissa

Milless, far left.

devotod 1o my famaly, there 1 nothing else, but
1 really dont wam anything clse enther. That
{l!;_.fmiy] my goal, thats what | wani »
N

“They really doa't say they don't bike it [family
swze| I'm sure there are mes they may es.
i Melissa will go 10 » frend's house where
there is Jess activity, “but | don't know of she'd
trade places with her frends who come from a
smaller family” assorts Mary June.

What s most gralifying foe Mary Jane is
soticing the bonds formang and securing

15 obviously always pousg 10 be soene i

“theres the love sade, wo™ Her children are
kearning 1o take over wese of the houschold
rules, 5o they grow i difforent ways. *Ut wach-

soems that each tme | Bad a baby, he'd get &
promotion or samething would happen to show
.Mn‘llhﬂamol\b\nvw
B @ provder, but uleatcly God is the
peovider of this family. We've been shown over
mlmwln(kdpvnﬁslubﬂy
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